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was not twelve years old. The King said to me: " Here comes the carriage of the Prince de Conti, you may be certain that he comes to ask me for this place." In fact, those were the first words of the Prince de Conti.
" The government for which you ask," said the King, " has been for a long time promised to Madame de Maintenon for her Due du Maine. I intend something else for you, my dear cousin. Trust in me. In giving you my beloved daughter I charged myself with your fortunes; you are on my list, and in the first rank."
The young Prince changed colour He entreated the King to believe him worthy of his confidence and esteem, to which he imprudently added these words : " My wife was born before M. du Maine"
"And you, too/' replied His Majesty; "are you any the more sober for that ? There are some little youthful extravagances in your conduct which pain me. I leave my daughter in ignorance of them, because I wish her to be at peace. Endeavour to prevent her being informed of them by yourself. Govern yourself as a young man ofalque in the middle of t VOL. n                                                      xars at once to theratedf although Inseparable spouse/1
